The Distance Education Project in Agriculture which began in 1990 at the University Centre of Dschang (UCD) was the fruit of collaboration between the University of Dschang, Cameroon and the University of Guelph, Canada and benefited from initial funding from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). The programme effectively took off on
into the world to become more useful to themselves, their families and their country. Innovation is the cornerstone of the university and it was in this light that the Distance Education Programme came into being.
The idea of the programme was ignited by a chance visit of a staff of the University Centre of Dschang to the University of Guelph in Canada in 1988 after visiting the Independent Study Programme of the above University. He shared the information on return with the University Centre authorities and this led to the collaborative work between the University Centre and the University of Guelph which resulted in the proposal for a Diploma in Tropical Agriculture to be offered by the University Centre of Dschang in Cameroon by distance mode.
The "Centre for Distance Education" (CDE) which is responsible for the execu- 
Aim of the Programme
The distance education programme was initiated in 1991 with funding from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and the collaboration of the University of Guelph, Canada with the aim of contributing to the national effort to offer adequate training to all those who want to acquire knowledge and practical skills while working "learning while they earn".
Rationale
The programme is based on the view that for Cameroon to move out of the traditional system of peasant agriculture into a dynamic, viable market-oriented and sustainable agriculture, it needed well trained and efficient middle-level staff. One of the ways this could be achieved lay in the democratization of learning through distance education programmes. The choice to pursue training by Distance Learning was motivated by the following considerations:
• The increasing demands on the government to offer agricultural training and education to its citizens;
• There was a group of agricultural technicians who had completed 2 or 3 years of training in either Dschang or the Regional College of Agriculture and needed opportunities for further professional growth in agriculture; and • The prevailing system did not provide opportunities for people who desire further training in agriculture but could not leave their work or families for long periods of time. The programme also addressed the needs of special target groups such as women working at home, retired persons, looking for work and hobby farmers.
Objectives
The general objective is to provide access to the many Cameroonians who 
Target Audiences
The training programme targeted the following among others:
• Agricultural technicians with formal training; These are people who might have 2 or 3 years of post secondary training in general agriculture either at Dscahng or the Regional College of Agriculture.
• Field technicians without formal training in agriculture; These are people with a background in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and or Physics, who have a rich pool of working experience and are currently working at a research station without any formal agricultural training.
• Fulltime and Hobby Farmers are people who are either actively farming or practising some aspect of agriculture as a hobby.
• Persons with no agricultural background; These include school leavers and graduates looking for work and may want to venture into agriculture without any professional knowledge.
• Institutions or organisations that teach or practice agriculture; this group includes some privately owned and public secondary schools, Teacher Training colleges and other religious institutions. A course or two in agriculture by distance learning will add significant breadth to their training.
Training
Ten faculty members and one technician received short-term training in Canada in the areas of programme design, project administration, course development, audiovisuals and marketing. As a follow-up two workshops were organised in Cameroon between 1994 and 1995. These trainees ensured that the various courses of the programmes were well written locally. The pilot project was tailored 
Learner Support
Learner support was to be provided through the University's antennae at Maroua, Belabo, Ebolowa, Yaounde, Bambili and the facilities on the main campus at Dschang. Information was to be provided and practical work undertaken under supervision at these centres. Students who were to be working at their own farms were to be provided the needed orientation to enable them apply the knowledge gained from study of the courses to their specific situation and circumstances.
Mode of Delivery
The programme was to be carried out exclusively by post. Therefore students are advised to choose the most expeditious postal arrangement in their situation in order to minimize delays and curb frustrations.
Registration
Registration is open and strictly by means of the post office. Students are required to register in relation to their available resources, that is, time, money and equipment. Students interested in improving on their skills in a given area could register for the specific subject while others could either register for courses leading to a Certificate or Diploma depending on their interests. Registration is open throughout the year and students register at any time convenient to them
Cost
Students' admitted into the programme pay a registration fee of 5000frsCFA and purchase course material for each course at the cost of 15,000frsCFA. Beside these, students incur the cost of sending their assignments to the university and take care of their transport and lodging costs for the practical work sessions and the examination sessions. Students interested in using the antennae as mailing stations drop off their assignments at the office of the Chief of the Antenna after making proper arrangements.
The Curriculum
The programme is designed to offer courses leading to the award of either a Cer- 
Requirements for the Award of a Certificate
To be awarded a Certificate for each of the above tracks students were required to take and successfully complete 3 required courses and 2 elective courses selected from two groups of courses provided.
The Animal Science Option previewed the acquisition of Certificates in; Ruminant production, Poultry and Rabbit production, and Pig production.
The Crop Science Option was supposed to enable students obtain Certificates in Food Crops, perennial crops production, and Horticulture. 
Requirements for the Award of a Diploma
To be eligible for the award of a Diploma in Tropical Agriculture in any of the 3 tracks the student was required to have a pass in 12 required courses and 3 elective courses.
Certificate and Diploma Awarded
According to the Ministerial order the Diploma obtained at the end of the programme of study is the Diplomed' Etudes Universitaire professionelles en Agriculture (DEUP) (Diploma of Professional University Studies in Agriculture (DPUS) in Animal Production, Crop production or Agricultural Management. It is also possible to obtain Certificates in each of these options.
Admission Conditions
The training programmes of the CDE are open to all those who can read and write either French or English and want to acquire some knowledge. Those who seek to pursue the Diploma of Professional University Studies (DPUS) must be holders of the GCE Advanced Level, the Diploma of Agricultural Technician, or any other equivalent qualification.
Duration of Training
The training takes a minimum of 2 years and a maximum of 8 years since students are studying independently and at their own pace. If after 8 years a student has not completed the programmes/he can register and start all over as a new student.
Opportunities after Graduation
Students who successfully complete the Diploma programme are:
• Eligible to sit for the competitive entrance examination into the 3 rd year of FASA; • If they are paid workers, solicit their reclassification by their employers;
• Gain admission into other national or foreign academic institutions;
• Get settled in their own farms;
• Look for jobs in NGO's and enterprises, working in the field of rural development;
Organisation of Teaching

System of Study
The system is based on correspondence and students enrol at any time they are ready and work at their own pace in completing the assignments, tutorials, practicals and final examinations.
Tutorial
There are two face-to-face tutorial sessions on campus each year. The first ses- It should be noted that tutorials involve field work, laboratory work as well as tutoring.
Assessment
The system of assessment includes: application exercises and self-evaluation at the end of every chapter of the course (with answers at the end of the manual); mailed in assignments practicals and tutorial reports and end of session examination. There are two end of session examinations each year and are held in
March and September and each lasts two weeks.
Students are expected to submit from 2 to 4 assignments depending on the course. After successfully completing the required number of assignments for each course, the student is then eligible to sit for the end of session examination in either March or September as the case may be. Assessment is weighted as in Table 1 .
To succeed in a module the student must have scored an average mark at least equal to 10/20.
Courses of the Programme
The academic programmes are organised in Unit Values (U.V) or (Single Courses) which are further grouped into modules. These are taught in the form of individual reading of printed course materials accompanied by audiovisual materials such as audio and video tapes, tutorial, practicals in laboratories and in the field and internships.
There are 7 modules which constitute the common core courses of the three options of the programme (Animal production, Crop production and Agricultural management science). In addition to these common core modules is a specialised module for each of the three tracks. 
